
Punch Up Your Drash
Crafting Concise Divrei Torah

Rabbi Gabriel Botnick



Overview of Session

Quick Bio
Understand the Context
Best Practices
Introduction to Available Resources/Tools
The Writing Process
Practice (Writing a 4-Line Drash)



Understand the Context

Know Your Audience

Know Your Timeframe

Know Your Topic

How Might Your Drash Change if:

Your audience consists of general shulgoers,
committed learners, teens, kids?

You have 5, 10, or 15 minutes?

You’re speaking on Shabbat, at a Shivah, or at a Tisch?



Best Practices

Heart vs Head

Start with your Nafka Minah (takeaway)
and work backwards

Never assume - always explain
Sandwich technique
Brief Bios

K.I.S.S. (Keep It Simple, Shlemiel)
Carpark Metaphor
Logical Flow



Available Resources + Tools

Texts
Chumash/Tanakh
Mikra’ot Gedolot (Commentator’s Bible)

Websites
Sefaria.org













Available Resources + Tools

Sefaria.org
Commentaries (Selection of those in English)

Rashi - First Stop, Straightforward Explanation
Ibn Ezra - Linguist
Ramban - Mystic
Chizkuni - Midrash and Early Rabbis
Or HaChaim - Mystic and Midrash
Rabbeinu Bachya - All-Arounder (rather verbose)



Available Resources + Tools

MyJewishLearning.com
Kveller, HeyAlma, et al

ExploringJudaism.org

Hartman.org.il

TheTorah.com

AI Chatbots
ChatGPT
Claude
Copilot

Custom Instructions!!!
Always cite original sources



Types of Questions

Upsetting / outdated / offensive / illogical

Superfluous, repetitive, or unexpected language

Unclear or multiple meanings



The Method

First Steps

Identify your question

Read Commentaries

Determine your message/takeaway

Refining Steps

Identify the best logical flow

Find any relevant, supporting stories

Tighten it up!



The 4-Part Drash

Quick Overview

Focus + Question

Offer Answers + Takeaway

Make It Relevant



Practice
(Gen. 32:25-29)

(25) Jacob was left alone. And a figure wrestled with him

until the break of dawn. (26) When he saw that he had

not prevailed against him, he wrenched Jacob’s hip at its

socket, so that the socket of his hip was strained as he

wrestled with him. (27) Then he said, “Let me go, for

dawn is breaking.” But he answered, “I will not let you

go, unless you bless me.” (28) Said the other, “What is

your name?” He replied, “Jacob.” (29) Said he, “Your

name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have

striven with beings divine and human, and have

prevailed.” 

ד עַ֖ וֹ  מּ֔  ישׁ֙ עִ ק אִ בֵ֥  אָ יֵּ וֹ וַ דּ֑ בַ ב לְ קֹ֖ עֲ ר יַ תֵ֥  וָּ יִּ )כה( וַ
גַּ֖ע  יִּ וֹ וַ כֹל֙ ל֔ א יָ לֹ֤ י  כִּ֣ א  רְ יַּ֗ ר׃ )כו( וַ חַ שָּֽׁ   וֹת הַ ל֥ עֲ

וֹ ק֖ בְ אָֽ  הֵ ב בְּ קֹ֔ עֲ ךְ יַ יֶ֣רֶ ף־ ע֙ כַּ קַ תֵּ֙  וֹ וַ כ֑ רֵ ף־יְ כַ בְּ
ר חַ שָּׁ֑   לָ֖ה הַ  י עָ כִּ֥ י  נִ חֵ֔  לְּ ר שַׁ אמֶ יֹּ֣  וֹ׃ )כז( וַ מּֽ  עִ

י׃  נִ תָּֽ   כְ רַ ם־בֵּ י אִ כִּ֖ ךָ֔  חֲ לֵּ שַֽׁ  א אֲ לֹ֣ ר֙  אמֶ יֹּ֙  וַ
ב׃ קֹֽ עֲ ר יַ אמֶ יֹּ֖  ךָ וַ מֶ֑  שְּׁ ה־ יו מַ לָ֖  ר אֵ אמֶ יֹּ֥  )כח( וַ
י כִּ֖ ךָ֔  מְ ר עוֹד֙ שִׁ מֵ֥  אָ קֹב֙ יֵ עֲ א יַ לֹ֤ ר  אמֶ יֹּ֗  )כט( וַ

ם־ עִ ים וְ קִ֛ לֹ  ם־אֱ יתָ עִ רִ֧  י־שָׂ כִּֽ ל  אֵ֑  רָ שְׂ ם־יִ אִ
ל׃  כָֽ  וּ תּ ים וַ שִׁ֖  נָ אֲ













The 4-Part Drash

Quick Overview

Focus + Question

Offer Answers + Takeaway

Make It Relevant

Who was the “man”?
Prince of Esav (Rashi)
An angel to keep him from fleeing
(Rashbam)
An angel to strengthen his courage
(Kimhi)
Angel of Esav (Abarbanel)



Thank You!
Rabbi Gabriel Botnick


